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subsistence of amicable relations of ancient standing. It is
only right and fair that, in the first place, that in any such
process due regard should be paid to long standing rights and
privileges of landlords. I trust that it will be in this spirit that
you will bring your agrarian legislation to a successful con-
clusion. I thank you again on behalf of myself and Her
Excellency for your welcome.

Speech at Calcutta Free School 15th December 1922

Mr. Principal and Governors: I am glad to have been able
to come here to-day for a variety of reasons. There is a tradi-
tional connection between the Governor-General and this ancient
foundation. Lord Cornwallis was the first of my predecessors
to be identified with your interests, and nearly 134 years have
passed since he presided at a meeting of the Free School Society
in Calcutta convened to secure educational support on a perman-
ent basis for the children of British subjects in indigent cir-
cumstances. In becoming patron of this school on that occasion
Lord Cornwallis had, no doubt, in mind the fact that since the
year 1726, through various vicissitudes, the beneficent objects
served by this school had aroused unfailing interest among the
European residents of Calcutta, and that the school carried
traditions back to the first beginning of European education
in India.

From that time onwards various Governor-Generals have
watched over and helped your fortunes, and so close was the
interest taken by some of my predecessors in your affairs that
at one time the Governor-General's recommendation was a
condition precedent to an election to the foundation. At the
time of the reorganization of the governing body in 1835, Lord
William Bentinck, then Governor-General, became patron to
the reconstituted administration, and from that date till to-day
successive Governor-Generals have consented to have their
names borne on the rolls as patrons of this institution.

The population of Europeans and persons of European parent-
age in Calcutta has largely increased, and owing to the rise in
the cost of living there are, alas 1 numbered among them a
considerable proportion of people in very narrow circumstances.
At such a time a school which feeds, clothes, educates and starts
in profession, free of cost, a majority of its poorer students
must have a very strong claim on our sympathy, and it is, in
order to give practical expression to my own sympathy, and